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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


HERE  is  no  reader  of  this  magazine  too  small  or  too  young  to  have 


heard  and  to  understand  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  sixteenth  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  has  been  removed  from  this  life  by  an  act  as 
awful  and  wicked  as  any  that  history  records,  and  that  his  loss  has  given  the 
whole  country  cause  for  mourning  deep  and  long,  — mourning  in  which  all 
right-minded  persons  have  joined  with  as  honest  a feeling  as  if  by  his  depart- 
ure from  earthly  life  they  had  been  deprived  of  a personal  friend.  And  the 
Editors  cannot  let  this  solemn  occasion  pass  without  a few  words  of  com- 
ment, which  shall  both  express  their  sense  of  the  shame  and  suffering 
inflicted  upon  our  land  by  that  appallingly  bad  young  man,  John  Wilkes 
Booth,  the  murderer,  and  shall  also  hint  to  the  youth  whom  they  address, 
through  all  this  brokd  continent,  the  true  lesson  to  be  derived  from  the  career 
of  him  who  has  passed  from  this  world  in  the  very  moment  of  his  highest 
honor  and  his  greatest  influence. 

Many  a boy  — and  many  a girl,  too,  doubtless  — has  wondered  or  asked 
how  Mr.  Lincoln  came  to  be  so  great,  and  why  he  was  so  esteemed.  This  is 
the  question  to  which  these  brief  paragraphs  will  suggest  the  solution.  A 
little  magazine  like  this  is  not  able  to  give  a biography  of  the  man,  nor  is  it 
the  place  for  a review  of  his  traits  of  character  or  a eulogy  upon  his  virtues, 
— such  themes  are  reserved  for  the  pages  of  historians  and  the  writings  of 
wise  men ; we  can  only  draw  one  simple  inference,  and  urge  one  plain  re- 
flection. 

The  inference  of  this  grave  event  is  this, — that  Abraha?7t  Lincoln  was 
great  because  he  was  good.  From  his  boyhood  he  tried  to  be  faithful  to  the 
duty  of  every  hour  as  it  came  ; he  tried  to  discover  what  was  really  right, 
and  to  hold  fast  to  it ; he  was  eager  to  learn  what  was  the  truth  of  any  mat- 
ter, and  what  in  justice  should  be  done  concerning  it ; in  any  doubtful  ques- 
tion he  became  the  advocate  of  that  cause  which  his  conscience  and  his 
principles  told  him  ought  to  prevail ; he  was  humble  in  spirit,  willing  to 
profit  by  the  advice  of  other  men,  ready  to  acknowledge  and  to  atone  for  a 
fault  if  he  had  committed  one  ; above  all,  he  was  pious  enough  and  brave 
enough  to  own  his  dependence  upon  the  good  and  mighty  God,  who  sitteth  in 
the  heavens  ruling  wisely, — whom  men  are  too  apt  to  forget  when  they  become 
powerful  and  prosperous,  — and  in  all  his  dealings,  even  with  wicked  and 
rebellious  people,  he  endeavored  to  be  lenient,  as  the  Lord  himself  is  lenient 
toward  all  the  earth,  remembering  ever  the  gracious  sentiment  Shakespeare 
has  expressed  in  these  beautiful  lines,  wherein  he  is  speaking  of  mercy  : — 


Therefore  others  respected,  admired,  and  trusted  him,  good  men  sympathized 
with  him,  and  bad  men  feared  lest  his  clear,  searching  gaze  should  find  out 


“ It  is  an  attribute  to  God  himself ; 

And  earthly  power  doth  then  show  likest  God’s, 
When  mercy  seasons  justice.” 
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their  evil,  although  cunningly  concealed ; and  therefore,  now  that  he  is  gone 
from  us,  a nation  with  great  grief  has  followed  his  body  to  the  tomb,  believes 
with  loving  confidence  that  his  true  spirit  has  been  welcomed  above  with  the 
glorious  words,  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord,”  and  will  perpetuate  his  memory  with  grateful  enthusiasm  to 
remotest  years. 

The  reflection,  young  readers  and  friends,  is  not  that  you  are  to  imitate  this 
pure  and  noble  exemplar  because  reward  and  honor  flowed  in  upon  him,  but 
that  you  are  to  seek  to  do  right  because  it  is  right  in  the  eyes  ofyoitr  Heavenly 
Father^  whose  kindness  gives  you  all  that  you  have,  whose  watchful  provi- 
dence is  about  you  ever,  and  to  whom  you  are  responsible  for  all  that  you 
think  and  say  and  do.  There  is  no  real  merit  in  an  action  which  is  inspired  by 
the  certainty  or  the  hope  of  a recompense ; in  such  an  action  there  is  only 
self-love,  because  the  doer  of  it  expects  that,  although  he  may  make  some 
sacrifice  at  the  time,  he  will  yet  receive  a return  greater  than  that,  and  so 
have  a profit  after  all.  No  boy  should  think  that  the  lives  of  great  men 
who  have  risen  from  lowliness  teach  him  to  follow  in  their  footsteps  for  the 
sake  of  winning  their  eminence,  — to  be  patient,  hard-working,  studious, 
self-denying,  and  honest,  in  order  to  become  a general,  a cabinet-officer,  an 
admiral,  a rich  merchant,  or  a President ; such  lives  teach  him  to  cultivate 
these  qualities  because  they  are  necessary  to  complete  manhood,  and  to  the 
development  of  his  human  soul.  Abraham  Lincoln  never  permitted  himself 
to  dwell  upon  high  and  shining  station  as  the  future  result  of  his  steady,  per- 
severing labors,  whether  as  farmer,  lawyer.  Congressman,  or  as  head  of  the 
government  of  our  vast  United  States.  He  earnestly  gave  his  efforts  to 
improving  all  the  goodness  and  strength  of  his  nature,  in  order  to  be  as 
perfect  a man  as  he  could ; he  upheld  with  all  his  might  what  he  became 
convinced  he  ought,  as  a patriotic,  Christian  man,  to  uphold,  without  regard  to 
the  worldly  consequences  that  might  affect  him  on  account  of  such  support ; 
and  he  always  put  aside  all  personal  considerations  and  selfish  desires,  and, 
in  prayerful  reliance  upon  the  Almighty  and  All-wise  Ruler,  sought  the  real 
good  of  those  whom  he  had  been  appointed  to  govern,  — meeting  his  death, 
at  last,  in  a great  public  assembly  whither  he  had  gone,  not  for  his  own  pleas- 
ure, but  because  his  presence  had  been  promised,  and  his  generous  heart 
feared  lest  disappointment  should  follow  his  absence.  Henceforward  his 
name  and  his  deeds  will  be  recounted  with  those  of  Washington,  and  his 
consistent  uprightness  will  be  a teacher  and  a model. 

So  let  us  leave  him  now,  remembering  that  he  is  at  peace  where  no  turmoil 
or  trial  of  men  in  labor  and  passion  can  reach  and  afflict  him,  and  never  for- 
getting that  the  grand  and  holy  moral  of  his  pure  and  simple  life — which  we 
reverently  believe  his  silent  lips  would  relate  to  you  all,  dear  young  Ameri- 
cans, if  they  could  once  more  speak  — is  this:  Do  good,  and  love  to  do  it, 
not  for  pleasure  or  reward,  but  because  it  is  right  before  the  eternal  God; 
avoid  all  evil,  and  love  to  avoid  it,  not  for  fear  or  on  accou7it  of  punish- 
ment, but  because  it  is  sinful  before  the  Lord,  and  fit  07ily  for  the  Devil 
and  his  angels. 
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OUR  YOUNG  FOLKS  has  assumed  its  place,  unquestioned,  at  the 

head  of  juvenile  periodicals.  The  press,  throughout  the  country,  has  been  unanimous  in  its  praise  ; 
and  the  opinion  of  the  public  as  to  its  merits  is  shown  by  its  already  large  and  constantly  increasing  circula- 
tion. The  publishers  recognize  this  success  as  gratifying  evidence  that  their  efforts  to  produce  a 

FIRST  CLASS  JUVENILE  MAGAZINE 

have  been  appreciated  by  the  public,  and  as  a tribute  to  the  abilities  of  the  distinguished  writers  whose 
services  have  been  secured  in  the  conduct  of  the  work.  The  publishers  will  spare  no  pains  to  preserve  the 
high  literary  and  artistic  character  which  the  Magazine  has  already  gained.  They  will  take  all  measures  to 
secure  the  best  efforts  of  the  best  writers  of 

Stories  and  Sketches, 

Biography,  History,  and  Poetry, 

Travel  and  Adventure. 

Especial  attention  will  be  bestowed  upon  the  department  of 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

which  it  is  designed  to  render  one  -of  the  most  agreeable  features  of  the  Magazine.  Original  drawing^  from 
many  of  the  leading  artists  have  already  adorned  its  pages,  and  arrangements  are  in  progress  by  which  the 
co-operation  of  others  of  our  first  artists  will  be  secured.  In  short,  the  publishers  will  aim  to  establish  per- 
manently the  reputation  of  Our  Young  Folks  as  the 

BEST  JUVENILE  MAGAZINE  IN  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 


SPECIAL  NOTICES. 

All  communications  that  are  intended  for  the  Editorial  department  of  this  Magazine  must  be  sent  to  the 
care  of  the  Publishers,  addressed  “ To  the  Editors  of  Our  Young  Falks.’^  Correspondents  must  not  address 
either  of  the  Editors  personally  upon  matters  relative  to  the  Magazine,  and  stamps  must  be  sent  with  all  letters 
to  which  a reply  is  expected.  The  Editors  will  be  pleased  to  receive  contributions  for  “ Round  the  Evening 
Lamp”  from  their  subscribers  ; the  best  of  which  will  be  selected  for  publication  They  desire  to  profit  by 
the  help  of  their  young  friends,  and  hope  to  receive  puzzles  and  problems  of  a novel  and  ingenious  character. 
The  answers  should  always  accompany  the  questions. 

Subscribers  to  Ouk  Young  Folks  will  find  upon  the  printed  address-label  of  each  number  a Statement  of 
Account,  to  which  their  attention  is  particularly  directed.  After  each  subscriber’s  name  will  be  printed  the 
month  with  which  the  subscription  expires,  so  that  it  may  be  known  at  once  whether  remittances  have 
been  properly  credited. 

Subscriptions  should  always  ,be  renewed  a month  before  they  end,  in  order  that  the  subscribers’  names 
may  not  be  removed  from  the  lists,  and  that  the  magazines  may  go  forward  promptly  and  regularly.  In 
renewing  a subscription,  the  number  with  which  it  is  to  commence  should  always  be  stated.  The  name  and 
address  should  be  given  fully  and  distinctly. 

Changes  of  address  should  always  be  received  before  the  10th  of  the  month  prior  to  that  in  which  they 
are  intended  to  take  effect.  In  changing  the  direction,  the  old  address  as  well  as  the  new  should  be  given. 

Back  IViimkers.  — Each  number  of  Our  Young  Folks  is  electrotyped,  and  the  numbers  can  always 
be  supplied  from  the  beginning. 

TERMS  OF  OUR  YOUNG  FOLKS. 

Single  SuTjscriptipus.  r— Two  Dollars  a year.  Single  Numbers,  Twenty  Cents. 

Clubs.  — Three  Copies  for  Five  Dollars  ; Five  Copies  for  Eight  Dollars  ; Ten  Copies  for  Fifteen  Dollars; 

Twenty  Copies  for- Thirty  Dol'ars  ; and  an  extrsi  copy  gratis  to  the  person  forming  the  Club  of  Twenty. 
Postage.  — The  postage  must  be  paid  at  the  office  where  the  majrazine  is  received 

[nr  Atlantic  and  Our  Young  Folks  sent  together  for  $ 5 00  a year.  The  North  American  Review,  At- 
lantic, and  Our  Yountr  Folks  will  be  sent  together  for  $10.00. 

0=  ML  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance,  and  magazines  are  in  all  cases  stopped  when  the  term  of 
subscription  expires. 

In  remitting,  preference  should  be  given  to  Post-Office  Money-Orders.  If  these  cannot  be  obtained. 
Drafts  upon  New  York  or  Boston,  payable  to  the  order  of  Ticknor  and  Fields,  should  be  sent,  rather 
than  bank-notes. 

All  letters  respecting  the  Magazine  should  be  addressed  to  the  Publishers,- 

TICKNOE  AND  FIELDS,  135  Washington  Street,  Boston. 


